








Colombia Free Trade Agreement

On March 4, President Bushcalled on

8/20/07) “By contrast, exports of

Congressto pass the U.S-Colombia
Free Trade Agreement (FTA)This ac-
cord strengthens our economic pat-
nership with a critical regional ally in the
War on Terror.

The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade
Agreement represents an oppor-
tunity to generate better, high-
paying jobs and raise the stan-
dard of living for American work-
ers. The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade
Agreement will knock down trade barri-
ers and level the playing field for U.S.
workers and businesses, expanding
exports and creating valuable jobs here
at home.

= “America’s two-way trade with Co-
lombia reached $16 billion in 2006,
making Colombia our fifth largest

U.S. manufactured goods to Co-
lombia...face average tariffs of
14%.” (Latin America Trade Coali-
tion)

The U.S.-Colombia FTA is criti-
cal to our long-term national
security interests, which depend
on a stable, democratic, and
prosperous Western Hemi-
sphere. Colombiais a key ally in
fighting terrorism, drug trafficking, and
anti-democracy forces in Latin Amer-
ica. This agreement demonstrates
America’s commitment to economic
freedom and prosperity.

» Ways and Means Chairman
Charlie Rangel (D-NY) “recently
said that failing to approve the Co-
lombia FTA would be a ‘a rebuff to a

tion for unionists, human rights activ-
ists and other at-risk individuals and
established a special unit to prose-
cute crimes against trade unionists.”
(Reuters, 2/7/08)

Heritage Foundation: “A failed
TPA will lead Colombians and peo-
ple from other countries in Latin
America to conclude that the U.S. is
not a reliable partner. Effectively, it
would be a vote of "no confidence"
in the Colombian people, which
would be a public relations bonanza
for Venezuelan President Hugo
Chévez and the FARC narco-
terrorists he is trying to legitimize in
order to undermine the Uribe gov-
ernment.” (Heritage Founda-
tion,2/27/08)

trading partner in Latin America and
our largest export market for U.S. ag-
riculture products in South America.
In 2006, total U.S. goods exports to
Colombia reached $6.7 billion.”
(USTR, 8/07)

“In 2006, for example, 92 percent of
U.S. imports from Colombia entered
the United States duty-free under our
most-favored nation tariff rates and

various preference programs.” (USTR,

great president and to a great coun-
try and a great ally.” (The Wall Street
Journal, 12/27/07)

Colombian President Alvaro
Uribe “says his administration
takes labor violence seriously, as
shown by a 75 percent drop in the
number of trade unionists murdered
each year since he took office in
2002. The Colombian government
has also tripled spending on protec-

NOTE: As of 3/12/08, the Administra-
tion had not yet submitted the Colom-
bia FTA for Congressional approval.
The Politico reported on that day,
however, that the “White House is
moving toward sending the Colombia
Free Trade Agreement to Congress
without the blessing of Democratic
leaders.” (3/12/08)
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